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The Artificial Intelligence for Information Accessibility (AI4IA) Conference is dedicated to exploring AI's 

implications for society, governance,  ethics, and humanity's future. This event, organized by the UNESCO 

Information for All Programme (IFAP) Working Group on Information Accessibility (WGIA), is hosted 

under the auspices of the UNESCO Cluster Office for the Caribbean and the UNESCO Regional Office for 

Southern Africa. It is also supported by a number of other partners including the Broadcasting 

Commission of Jamaica, the University of Alberta, and the Alberta Machine Intelligence Institute (Amii). 

It is timed to coincide with the International Day for Universal Access to Information (IDUAI) on 

September 28, underscoring the importance of inclusive access to information as a human right. In 

addition to the annual main event, this year’s staging featured a series of satellite events. We will report 

on all activities but we begin with the main event.  

 

Disclaimer: The views summarized in this Conference Report are meant to reflect those of the presenters and should 
not be attributed to UNESCO, the UNESCO IFAP Working Group on Information Accessibility (WGIA), or members of 
the WGIA. 
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Artificial intelligence for Information Accessibility 
2024 on Gather.Town 

 

 

The main event featured pre-recorded presentations by over 60 speakers from diverse global 

backgrounds. These presentations are accessible through the Gather.Town platform, which also provides 

the venue for live virtual salon discussions with our speakers which take  place on September 28th. The 

pre-recorded conference videos fall under three major themes of: AI & Accessibility, AI & Governance 

and AI & Sustainable Development of Society. 

 

Theme 1 is AI and Accessibility and includes sub-themes such as connectivity, digital divide, inclusion: 

underserved/vulnerable communities e.g. gender/age/disability etc, education and literacy. 

 

 

https://ai4iaconference.com/speakers/
https://ai4iaconference.com/speakers/
https://app.gather.town/app/qyp8rGGY81tp7do5/AI4IA2024


2 

Theme 2 is AI and Governance and includes sub-themes such as law, regulation, ethics/self-regulation, 

power structures, trust including biases, and disinformation/misinformation. 

 

 

Theme 3 is AI and Sustainable Society and includes sub-themes such as opportunities, citizenship, rights 

(SDGs/human/digital), innovation, environment, medicine, health, agriculture and creativity. 

 

 

The promotion for the 5th Annual Global AI4IA Conference focused on encouraging global participation 

in the main event held on September 28, 2024. The goal of the four-week campaign was to drive 

awareness and registrations for the conference. The promotion successfully attracted a total of 1,350 
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registered participants from over 100 countries, reflecting the global relevance of the conference topics 

and the effectiveness of the promotional campaign. Participants represented regions from across the 

globe, including: Africa, Asia & the middle east, Caribbean & Lat Am, Europe and North America. This 

comprehensive global participation reflects the event’s success in attracting a wide audience interested 

in exploring the critical issues surrounding artificial intelligence (AI) and its impact on society. Further 

details about the promotional activities of the conference can be found in the appendices and examples 

can be found throughout the AI4IA conference's online community. 

 

The AI4IA Community 
 

AI4IA Conference Website: ai4iaconference.com 

Digital Library Link:  https://ualberta.aviaryplatform.com/collections/1845 

AI4IA Conference on Gather.Town:  https://app.gather.town/app/qyp8rGGY81tp7do5/AI4IA2024 

AI4IA Conference on Youtube: https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLTULETeBko5G--y7nXR8MtPP

DN1a-c4Ay&si=sf4c2mdF9Z7Xnp5Y 

AI4IA Conference on Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/ai4iaconference/ 

AI4IA Conference on X: https://x.com/ai4iaconference?s=11&t=mZyd_AD0h-B9gg1IeMv

5wQ 

AI4IA Conference on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/AI4IAConference 

Get in touch with us at: ai4iaconference@gmail.com 

 

RECOMMENDATION I: 
Gathertown was generally praised for its engaging and intuitive design, especially for mobile users. 

High-quality video presentations were also highlighted as a major strength. However, some attendees 

and speakers faced difficulties with registration and platform usage. It is recommended that we offer 

more user guidance for navigating Gathertown, especially for speakers and explore integration with 

other platforms like Zoom for better accessibility, access to language/interpretation services and 

improved reporting. 

 

 

 

http://ai4iaconference.com
https://ualberta.aviaryplatform.com/collections/1845
https://app.gather.town/app/qyp8rGGY81tp7do5/AI4IA2024
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLTULETeBko5G--y7nXR8MtPPDN1a-c4Ay&si=sf4c2mdF9Z7Xnp5Y
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLTULETeBko5G--y7nXR8MtPPDN1a-c4Ay&si=sf4c2mdF9Z7Xnp5Y
https://www.instagram.com/ai4iaconference/
https://x.com/ai4iaconference?s=11&t=mZyd_AD0h-B9gg1IeMv5wQ
https://x.com/ai4iaconference?s=11&t=mZyd_AD0h-B9gg1IeMv5wQ
https://www.facebook.com/AI4IAConference
mailto:ai4iaconference@gmail.com
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A Series of Regional Events 
These events were integral to this year’s AI4IA Conference and were designed to provide region specific 

insights and discussions on AI-related issues. Each webinar addressed unique challenges and 

opportunities in different parts of the world, feeding into the broader themes of the conference. Details, 

including a recording, of each event is provided below.  

 

AI4IA 2024 Regional Events 

 

 

Botswana: 
 Focus on AI development in the Global South and 

organized by UNESCO Regional office for 

Southern Africa.  

 

Recording: https://youtu.be/zy45aKgJUiY 

 

 

New York  
(virtual) in collaboration with Carnegie Council: 

Focus on AI for  information accessibility.  

 

Recording: https://youtu.be/laS77v9F_Io 

 

 

 

https://youtu.be/zy45aKgJUiY
https://youtu.be/laS77v9F_Io
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AI4IA 2024 Regional Events 

 

Jamaica 
 “Generative AI: Impact on Misinformation and 

Disinformation” Focus: Ethical challenges and 

societal implications of generative AI in the  

Caribbean context, including the launch of the 

Artificial Intelligence Roadmap for the Caribbean 

and the implementation of the 

Recommendation on the Ethics of Artificial 

Intelligence and its accompanying tools;  

 

Recording: https://youtu.be/ikdcwVcRSPo  

 

China: 
 "AI-Powered Accessibility: Redefining Digital Inclusion"  

Focus: Enhancing digital inclusion through AI, focusing on underserved  communities.  

Recording: https://youtu.be/iHUEZ0WiErM 

 

India:  
Focus on AI’s role in governance and social equity  

in partnership with UNESCO India. 

 

Recording: https://youtu.be/AL8la33n0dw 

 

 

 

https://youtu.be/ikdcwVcRSPo
https://youtu.be/iHUEZ0WiErM
https://youtu.be/AL8la33n0dw
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AI4IA 2024 Regional Events 

 

Colombia:  
Focus on AI’s impact on social justice and human 

rights in Latin  America. 

 

Recording:  

 

 

Canada 
Focus on AI-driven innovation in healthcare, 

education, and public  services.  

 

Recording: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yZAAZZ_FjAk 

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yZAAZZ_FjAk
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AI4IA 2024 Regional Events 

 

Europe I  
 Focus on AI governance, information ethics, and 

transparency. 

 

Recording I: https://youtu.be/zSkma5s0SFg 

 
 

 

Europe II 
 Focus on AI governance, information ethics, and 

transparency. 

 

Recording 2: https://youtu.be/MVEKzZJ2t58 

 

 

 

 

RECOMMENDATION II: 
The satellite events were well-received across various regions, showcasing diversity in themes. However, 

short lead time for strategy and marketing, overlapping schedules, and inconsistent event durations 

made it harder for attendees to participate in multiple sessions. It also made it more difficult to expressly 

address important themes and ideas, such as the promotion UNESCO's Recommendation on the Ethics 

of Artificial Intelligence, across all events. It is recommended that we extend strategy and marketing 

timelines, provide clearer event links, and improve scheduling to avoid conflicts between events. 

 
Visit this folder for a detailed financial report as well as reports on promotions, the Jamaica Satellite 

Event, the Europe Satellite event and the Latin America Satellite Event. 

 

https://youtu.be/zSkma5s0SFg
https://youtu.be/MVEKzZJ2t58
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1mr0voy3su4Z97ojUfCOCC6AEoMpjnYwv?usp=sharing
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CONFERENCE ORGANIZERS  
IFAP Working Group for Information Accessibility(WGIA) 

Cordel Green 

WGIA Chair 

 

Trisha Ray 

 

Samridhi Arora 

Conference Committee 

Chair & India Satellite 

Event Organizer  
 

Maria Dolores Souza 

Latam Satellite Event 

Organizer 

 

Dr Nicolàs Arnáàez 

Gather.Town 

Management & Canada 

Satellite Event 

Organizer 
 

Andrea Millwood 

Hargrave. 

Themes  

Dr Dariia Opryshko 

Europe Satellite Events 

Organizer 

Ayushi Khemka 

New York Satellite 

Event Organizer 

Monica Desai 

Themes 

Xuan Tang 

China Satellite Event 

Organizer 

Co-opted Conference Committee Members: 

Janine Sale 

Promotions and 

Registration 

 

Sasha Harrison 

Speaker 

Management & 

Jamaica Satellite 

Event Organizer 

 

Al Amin Yusuph 

Botswana Satellite 

Event Organizer 
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Conference Volunteers:  

Camesha 
Petrie 
Video 
Management 

Shalise Petrie 
Video 
Management 

Abigail Francis 
Gather.Town 
Card 
Management 

Gather.Town Volunteers: 

1.​ Josiah-John Green, Jamaica 2.​ Kevonteh Brown, Jamaica 

3.​ Tatiyanna Davidson, Jamaica 4.​ Anamika Ratan, India 

5.​ Derrone Young, Jamaica 6.​ Tanushri, India 

7.​ Jonathan Bryce, Jamaica 8.​ Sanjana , India 

9.​ Glenford Williams, Jamaica 10.​Sakshi, US 

11.​Douglas Byfield, Jamaica 12.​ Annirudh, US 

13.​Matthew Patterson, Jamaica  
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