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Esteemed ladies and gentlemen, I greet you warmly from
Jamaica. We are separated by a distance of 11,174
kilometers and approximately 16 hours of air travel. But,
such time and spatial limitations are of no significance,
to the extent that our separation has been reduced to
the speed of thought. As one religious leader puts it, “we
are now experiencing a true cognitive-industrial
revolution.”

But it is also the case that our conception of what it

means to be human is under the microscope. It is, of

course, true that we are information beings - with

everything about us coded in genes but should this



mean that we share an approximation with machines?

Must human value be reduced to the arbitrary

collection of data points and statistics, with no clear

distinction between “citizen” and ‘consumer’?

If we start from a place of equity and justice, none of us
could argue with the premise that ‘informed people’
should be a precursor to ‘smart machines’ and not the
other way round. So, investments in chips and sensors
should be pursued with no more vigour than the
UNESCO IFAP priorities of information preservation,
information accessibility, information literacy,
information ethics, information for development and
multilingualism in cyberspace.

I therefore look forward to our conversations over these
two days, when we will put our vision to the reality of a
choice between the elimination of information inequality,
information oppression and information poverty or an
apocryphal story about human transformation for the
better.

See you over the next two days.
Thank You


