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Madam Chair, ladies and gentlemen, | greet you in your
esteemed capacities.

If 1 have well understood the instructions, | have more
or less three minutes to convince you that | have
something interesting to say. Here goes.

On May 22 of this year, Sam Altman, the founder of
Open AI and inventor of Chat GPT published a blog
post in which he said, “Given the picture as we see it
now, it’s conceivable that within the next ten years, Al



systems will exceed expert skill level in most
domains.”

Transhumanists are unconcerned because to them
mankind are 'information beings’, with everything
about us coded in genes, which means that there is an
equivalence between what a computer could be and
what a human brain could be.

So, with Generative Al, we are ceding human creative
and cognitive-like functions to machines. Chat GPT
can write complete essays on complex subjects in
seconds, with a very simple prompt. Humans still need
to do some editing and fact-checking but that will
increasingly be unnecessary as Chat GPT becomes
capable of operating autonomously.

This capability was foreshadowed by Turing Award
Winner, John Hopcroft, speaking at the World Al
Conference 2020 in Shanghai. He observed that we
have been accustomed to decision-making by
computers, following defined rules. But, computers in
the future will make decisions based on their own
learned experience, originating in but not bound by the
defined rules in the starting condition.

If you take the current version of Chat GPT, as an
example, any concern that journalists have about the
technology will soon multiply exponentially. This is



because in March 2023, the chip-maker, Nvidia,
revealed a revolutionary breakthrough in chipmaking
which will increase computing power 40 times more
than it is now. So, as someone wrote in response to
Nvidia’s announcement, “We can forget chat GPT 4 and
start to think GPT 5, 6,7,8 and continuing.”

This begs the question whether there are some functions
in journalism which an AI system should not fill, for
privacy, security, socio-cultural, humanistic or ethical
reasons. Afterall, Al is not just a tool like a hammer or
calculator because hammers and calculators do not
create their own content, substitute for humans or run
off on a frolic of their own.

The journalism Trust Initiative defines Journalism as
the gathering, production and dissemination of
information in a framework of ethical values. I suggest
to you that a machine has no values and a machine
involved in news should not function autonomously just
as we object to autonomous weapons. Neither should
the right of a journalist to protect her source be a
privilege which is extended to a machine, which is a
‘black box’ technology.




There is no objection to the use of Al to ameliorate
challenges such as inaccuracy in the use of language,
voluminous work, burn-out and dissatisfaction with
tedious, repetitive grunge work.

But, in the march towards Al-enabled newsrooms, we
have to choose carefully between making journalism
better with the help of technology or deploying better
technology at the expense of Journalism.

[ will avail myself of the injunction to be brief and
leave it right there.

NOTES

If you take the current version of Chat GPT, as an
example, any concern that exists about its potential role
in journalism will increase exponentially. This 1s
because in March 2023, the chip-maker, Nvidia,
revealed a revolutionary breakthrough in chipmaking
which will increase computing power 40 times more
than 1t 1s now. So, as someone wrote in response to
Nvidia’s announcement, “We can forget chat GPT 4 and
start to think GPT 5, 6,7,8 and continuing.”



The question also arises whether the profession of
journalism requires more than the provisions in clauses
10.6 and 10.7 of the JTI that there must be disclosure of
a media outlet’s policy on the use of algorithms for
news content.

Journalists must decide who journalists are and they
should not be machines

The expectation is that Al devices will be prescient and
more efficient than humans in mimicking voices and
creating content. Our acquaintance with intelligent
machines will be so close that “there will be no clear
distinction between human and machine.

Al can organise information, generate insights and
produce useful information. We see this with
generative Al, and the ceding of human creative and
cognitive-like functions to machines. Chat GPT can
write complete essays on complex subjects in seconds,
with a very simple prompt.

So, we are increasingly off-loading a great deal of the
processing that our neurons would normally do to
machines, but there is something unsettling about the



domains of language, speech and other cognitive
functions becoming so dependent on machines.

The risk of losing agency over the basics of
communication is particularly disturbing because
language is the means by which humans give
expression to our innermost thoughts, interpretations,
feelings, reactions, and memories, all of which takes
place in our minds.

Moreover, the technologies are not value-neutral.
Research has shown that datasets being fed to smart
devices reflect social inequities. They are embedded
with the biases and value-laden choices and
assumptions of their designers, usually white, male
engineers.

There is also a huge knowledge gap between ordinary
people and smart machines. Theses Al systems are so
complex that even the creators do not always know

how the system actually works, which is why ai is called
a ‘black box’.

Beyond colonizing human functions such as language,
speech and creativity, our brain - which is the last
bastion of freedom - is also being decoded by
machines.



Insights from neurotechnology research are now
mainstreaming the theory that there is no such thing as
“a free will”, a position which was expressed by Einstein
in his 1932 “My Credo”.

Human conduct is caused by genetics and the
activation of neutrons - which determine all of our
thoughts, hopes, memories, and dreams.” In other
words,

Following that line of thought, it might then not be
unethical to purposely design technologies that bypass
[our] rational defences. The fact is, there is no specific
recognition of a right not to be the subject of ‘brain
data-mining’. In other words, as Professor Nita
Farahany observes, “there are no legal protections
from having your mind involuntarily read”.

The capability to enhance mental abilities but the and
to read brain waves means we are on the path from
precision guided missiles to developing “precision
guided thought”. This is fraught with ethical and legal
challenges related to privacy and personal agency.
More importantly, chip implantation will make the
subject vulnerable to biological hacking, similar to the



concerns we have about the risk that hackers could
take over control of an autonomous vehicle.

1. How can we equip journalists and media
organisations — especially those in low-resource
countries — with the skills and sensibilities support to
implement Al-based technologies in media houses in a
thoughtful manner? What kind of training would be
required?

So, distinguished journalists and regulator, | should say
that the future of human agency in journalism need
not be dystopian if we look through the lens of an
alternative  universe that rejects technological
determinism and information feudalism. We are
capable of preserving a world which is human-centric,
with values such as human dignity, mental, physical and
digital privacy and freedom of information intact. But,
that future is all but impossible without a pragmatic
approach- in the sense that we must look at these
problems concretely, experimentally, and above all,
with full awareness of the limitations of human reason
but the importance of human centricity and privileging
certain qualities as the exclusive preserve of humans,
simply because we can and simply because it is
unapologetically self-serving but we must do
everything to preserve our species.



The world’s first news channel whose content is
generated entirely by Al called NewsGPT, uses the
tag-line “THE UNHUMAN TRUTH — BY A.l” - Is that
misleading and unethical advertising and unfair
competition. In other words, journalists need to
determine whether there should be anything called an
ai journalist because only Journalists can declare who a
journalist is.



